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New Plays of Foreign

to Be Acted

By LAWRENCE REAMER, ‘I
ILLIAM GILLETTE has shown }
W himself such a skliful play-i
wright that his recent obser-

vations as to the comedy of |

the future must have been made when
he was altogether overwhelmed by his
Mr. Gil-
ette professes to think that the com- |

admiration for J. M. Barrie.
edy of situation 18 a thing of the past
“The
of Leonora™ are the type of comedy

and that such plays as legend
that future audiences will deinand. The
comedy of character is to supplant alto- !
gether the comedy of situation. |

Yew dramatic works by J. M. Barrie |

have ever seemed to the writer lacking |

’ 3
in the sound principles of the plays|, .., ucting in the numerous cities there|

wright's art.
te control a degree of craftsmanship

He has always secmed

which should have satistied any play- |
wright aiming to put his ideas r.-l-\n.'ur-iI
in skiiful form. As to the matter that '
his plays contain, that is altogether the
genius of Barrie. It s the famous)
humerist, the amiable the
whimsical poet speaking through the
mouths of his characters and acting in
their deeds. Mr. Gillette is too wise
& man to advise anybody to imitate
the formula of Barrie unless he be
happlly gifted with the genlus of that
writer. Unluckily for the drama there |
are no other Barries, We and certainly |
the rest of the theatregoing world wish
thers might be. But untll another
arises on thls bepighted earth the plays
of Barrle are not golng to be llke any
others in the world for the simple rea-
eon tlhiat no other writer for the Eng-
lish speaking stage s possessed of his |
genius. The same is true of the come-
dies of Bernard Bhaw. Luckily there
have been few imitators of Barrie. The
degree of his genius has been respect-
fully recognized.

Tt 18 #0o much easier, however, to be
nierely brilliant in speech than It is to be
poetlc, imaginative or satirical in a lov-

satirist,

ingly human way that there have, to
the eternal injury of the drama, been
many imitators of Bernard Shaw. Mr.

Leonora.” They must all be mmature
Barries to succeed in that fleld.
The Deparied Eamends.

The experience of the talented ks-
mond family in this city must have sur-
prised them: popular for years in Lon-
don, especially successful in “Eliza
Comes to Stay" during more than a
year there they were not able to make

! the slightest impression on the New
York public. , Charles Frohman has |

sent the two off o Canada, where they
are at least well enough known Lo at-
tract the attention of their loyal coun-
trymen. <Canada has recently become
the resort of other English actors who
have not succeeded in finding success
here. During the present season Lau-
rence Irving and Martin Harvey have

lurge envugh to support their favorites,

It does not seem possible to believe,
however, that the Esmonds are to be
banished forever from New York. H. V.
Issmond wrute some of the most popu-
lar of recent plays, such as “When We
Were Twenty-One,” FEva Moore, his
wife, is a skilful and charming actress
and the London popularity of the two
may be readlly understood. Here they
played a fow eventiess weeks at the

Garrick Theatre without New York even

awaking to their presence,

So the Fsmond family must have been
surprised when, on a snowy BSunday,
the actors and their company started
off for Montreal. Yet there was more
than one American manager wiro tried
last summer to buy the play “Eliza
Comes to Stay,” In which they were first
seen here, But the author would not
sell It. At last he had written a play
which, after its year and a half of per-
formances in London, could be brought
to this country and could incidentally
bring the Esmonds. John Hare had a
somewhat similar experience. He
waited for years that a play which
would satisty New Yorkers should come
along. At last he made his great suc-
cess in “A Pair of Bpectacles,” which
Sydney Grundy took from Labiche's
“I.e8 Petits Olseaux."” The next morn-
ing when he applied to the author for

{the forelgn rights to the plece he

Bhaw happens to be just as unusual and | jeurned with sorrow that T. Henry

exceptional a volce as 8ir James Barrle
and his plays are just as much the
result of his unique gemius, Certainly
nobody bhelleves that the methoed of
Shaw is going to supplant all the pres-
ent methods of dramatic composition.
If that were true some small part ot
the numerous lmitations of Bhaw put
before the patlent world for the last
five years would have made some im-
presslon,.  They have done nothing
more, however, than demoralize the au-
*nors who attempt to imitate this brill-

=ant model,
The great playwrlghts of eyery perlod
tiave always used thelr own means
usl a8 painters and poets have In all
ages and sll lands,  Methods are thelr
nwn lp the extent that they express
their speclal genius. But it will be
noted that in other arts as in the
drama it is through the rules es-
tablished by technigue that the artist
expresses himself. There was never a
example of this truth in the
! ! pe, Tt ln'to Bar-

ey look for its

French had acquired the American
rights after the second act on the first
night. So John Hare had to wait for
“The Notorious Mrs. Ebbsmith.”

Just why “Eliza Comes to Stay” falled
so completely to entertain American
audiences it Is not easy to edy. Prob-
ably some of the idep of class made it
more amusing to see this foundling
suddenly raised to the society of men
and women of title and others of a
social position to which she never could
have aspired. The scheme of the play
seemed perfect. But it falled to create
its effect here. Has the bubble about
the well made play burst again? Must
technique again go hang? In the case
of “The Dear Fool” it is not so diM-
cult to understand why it did not make
the sllghtest appeal to our publie In
spite of- its -certain charming scenes.
The dear fool had too good @ time. Bhe
was too guilty. The thought of a
woman of 40 with two children spending
s night in the arms of her boy lover and
then expecting her “Peccavi” to settle
the ‘'whole case for -her was bot pleas-

‘The idea of motherhoood and such
to:the passions of the flesh

4 ;“, ut it is not
hon it was

eh 2

| pleased,

GEORGE TAWCETT, OLIVE WYNDHAM AND
WILSON MELROSE IN

(NOVELTIES OF THE WEEK. |

*THE. LAST RESORT®

to mee somethlng not the work of a
heaven born dramatist, Lut of a play-

MONDAY-—-Hudson Theatre, “What wright. In a way Mr. Craven's clever
Would You Do com'ody by farce suggests Rupert Hughes's “Kx-
Augustus McHugh Longacre cuse Me,” but that is chiefly in its me-

| chanics. Just as the actors in this eple
of the sleeping car had only as much of

i | the stage as remained from the seats to
borough. (.nll’l'i\ci Theatre, matinee .n?-t on, 8o the new house which was
performance of‘a French transla- {| building occupied most of the stage in
tion of Giocosa's “Le Mari Amou- i"'i‘nu Many Cooks,” Thus there was
reux de sa Femme" made by | je space for the players, except
Marquis Cusani for performance in || ynull part of the stage uncncumbered
Brussels by the French Drama Iby the structure about which the plot
Society.  Victoria Theatre, HArst |/ revoived.

production of a French pantomime,
*“Ma Cherie,” at the matinee.
TUESDAY-—Longacre Theatre, mat-
inee of dances by Paul Swan.
THURSDAY —Irving Place Theatre,
“Goldfische,” with Hansi
staedt and Gustav Waldau.
FRIDAY—Cort Theatre, Laurette Tay-

Theatre, “The Last Resort,” polit-
jcal melodrama by George Scar-

the

The fun of Mr. Craven's speeches is
almost invariably the humor of the sit-
| uation. How much more potent that
‘ 18 to amuse an audience than the sup-

scintilating witticisms of
Ara- || of life write

| comedies nowaduys

posediy the

philosophers wha most
|| ty-ninth Street Theatre will show, Here

is hearty and genuine laughter. not the

-

must have proved of inestimable value der a pot.

BESSIE BARRISCOLE AND MILTON, SILLS
IN "WHAT WouLD You Do”

the acquaintance of the dear fool, There
are some charming scenes in the play

' and but for this defect it ought to have

Mr. Esmond
gives the play next spring in London he
will wash the mature heroine free of
some of her guilt,

Certainly when

Making the Play Over.
One  difficulty Ccon-
frontx the adapters of plavs by foreign

almost always

Adramatistg, The fashion of doing busi-
ness in dwellings has for years been
unknown In this country Yet It

in Freneh and Ger-
of importance

is still customary
man towns for
affalrs to conduct r business under
the roof of the house in which they live
This combination has been the despalr
of more than one adapter,
William H. Crane eat a meal brought to
him in the middle of a room because the
gctlon of the original play passed in a
dining room andl that element could not
be obliterated, Families have been
brought down to the business sections
of thia city to observe the demise of
their head merecly because he died in
the French or German original in his
office, which was also a part of his
house,

Holman Day had to meet the same
diMculty when he made an adaptation
of “La Demoiselle de Magasin.” The first
scene showed the furniture store where
the scene was laid in Brussels, evidently

nn

the

1 have seen

NEW PLAY

Augustin MacHugh is the author of
“What Would You Do?" which will be
seen at the Hudson Theatre on Monday.
Mr. MacHugh Is known to fame as the
author of “Officer 666, His play deals
with the extravagance in certain phases
of New York life, In the cast are Mor-
ton 8ills, Byron Beasley, Richle Liug,
Robert McKay, Karl Ritter, Bessie Bar-
riscale, Gladys Byrne, Hattie Russell,
Edith Talor and Allce Carrington.

George Scarborough, author of “The
Lure" and “At Bay,” will present his
third play this season at the Long-
acre Theatre to-morrow. The new play
is called *The Last Resort.,” It s stated
that he has entered the production field
because most managers who read *“The
Last Resort" declined to produce it be-
cause the subject was of such a deli-
cate nature. They agreed, it 1a said,
that 9t was a strong play.

The theme of *“The Last Resort" is
judiclal corruption and the power of
the Judges to deal with contempt of
court. The main characters are a
young lawyer who is fighting for the
people's rights agalnst corruption, a
newspaper woman who aids him in his
work and wins his love, and a paliti-
cal boss who' is able to dictate the de-
cisions of the court, Although certain
scenes and incidents in Mr. Scarbor-
ough's play may seem at first to be
almost unprecedented, Mr. Scarborough
declares that every Incident is based
upon fucts in real life which came to
his attention while he was a member
of the United Htates secret service.
The immensa power of a corrupt Judge
to use his position wrongfully will pos-
sibly come as & great surprise to New
Yorkers.

The scenes of the play show a court
room with a trial in progress, private
consultation room of the Judges of the
uf Appeals, and & prison cell

N
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i part of the house in which the family

lodged. Of course it would have been
finpossible, outside of such a  play
as “The Auctioneer,” to have shown
anything of the kind in New

York vity, dut 1t was possible in Old-
port, Muine, and it took no stretch of
imugination to see the family coming
down the steps from their living rooms
M. Day has done a
great deal more to give the Down Sast
atmosphers to the play and has natu-
rally sueceeded best in the first act, This
s inevitably true of all genre plays of
[ the type of “Along Came Ruth” The
local color of (18 own account Interests
during the time in which it takes the
audience ta make the acqualntance of
After thelr manner
of speech and their actions have become
familiur the spectators need something
else to sustaln thelr interest to the level
of the first act,

i It is such wisdom as this which al-
| ways introduces Into a play of this idyl-
lic character some melodramatic epi-
| sode. One that always springs to the
| memory, since It was so at variance with
|the feeling of the rest of the play, was
the fight of the brothers on the light-
house steps in “Shore Acres,” Bensltive
highbrows used to shudder at what was
described as Inappropriate melodruma;
yvet it was just this contrast to the quiet
nuture of the rest of the play that made
it survive o long. Its bit of melodrama

"

| 1o the salesroom.

these novel people,

occasionally
| that this fruitful organlzation could not
recommend on its bulletins the inter-

lor in & matinee of four short plays. ||

,i:ilill'l‘:lfll and snicker that
sounds like the crackling of thorns un-
We gincerely hope that Mr.
[Craven will give an authors’ matinee,
We know of several who would profit
by a vi=it to thia little play. Certainly
enough bad farces have been written by
amateurs during the past two years to
insure a full house if only their authors
could be persuaded to attend. Then it
would do them worlds of good unless the
difference between what they have heen
trying to do and what Mr. Craven has
so successfully accomplished discour-
aged them entirely. Even that result
would not be altogether deplorable,

apologetie

to “Peg o' My Heart"

The Drama League.
The ways of the Drama lLeague are
inscrutable, It appears

esting revival of “Othello” made by
Willilam Faversham. since it deals only
with new works and under no circum-
stances cguld the play be made to ap-
pear as a novelty. If actors who do’
such courageous things as Mr. Faver-
shum d'd when he produced this pm‘\-
with unprecedented beauty are not
receive the support of organizations |
such as the Drama League, from what

= e ——————————————

to

NOTES OF THE MOVIE WORLD.

| . »
quarter are they to expect the encour- ! Noveltics of the Present Week in
agement of those especially intcrested | Varlous ‘Theatres.
“The Gangsters,” with H, B, Walthall

in the theatre? 1f Mr, Faversham had | ) C -
unt Onsue

| roles, will

o Bally

been able to continue be Ll
w the

these perform-

film  attraction

beauty and competency success might | afternoon and continuing for an
eventually have been his. But it would |
have taken a long time to Interest the
public to such a degree and the cost
of the attempt would have dismayed
any actor. It would be just In these

indeti=
nite  period, In addition to *“The
Gangsters” the complets  progratme,
which willpbe offered four times dadly,
will Include a one reel Keyvstone photo
| farca entitied “The Riot” one one reel

{of the very latest pictures from the
(-!r('umstar_!-‘l'a appropriate  for the series entitled “Seeing South America
Drama League to lend its support to | With Colonel Roosevelt.”  This com-

the success of & revival of a play by |Vined programme of dramatic sensation,
Shakespeare which would seem to most furce and news (s certalnly the mowst
exceptional attraction of this mnature
persons deserving enough of support. | ... presented for 25 cents, The per
But it appears that some inscrutable | eormunces will take place at 2, 4, 7 and 9
rule of this organization prevents such | every day except Sunday. On Sunday
encouragement and support. | there will be six performances, beglin-
yning at 11 o'clock in the morning,
A Play at Last, I *The Gangsters” s a four reel photo

'@ama staged by Jumes Kirkwood, show-

What a delight it was to enjoy af, the |, the life and warfare of those gang

Thirty-ninth Street Theatre on Wednes- | leaders who have territied the lower

day a play whose author pald some re- | Haxt Side of New York city. The pro-

spect to the laws of the medium in which |duction 18 extrema in its reallsm, even
he was working. After the windy piffle

including the electrocution  of

| vgangster” who has been “framed up”
that self-important amateurs have been |, 1) fucts are never in any degree

supplying in such large quantities for
the past few years it was a pleasure

one

exaggerated. ‘The purpose of tha 1ilm
{8 to expose evil conditions with the ut
most frankness and to Indicate the only

The cast engaged by Mr, Scarborough

i includes George Fawcett, Olive Wynd-
ham, Wilson Melrose, B. R. Graham,
George Backus, Mark Price, A, G. An-
drews, Julla Blane, Ruth Findlay,
| George Wilson, Richard Barbee, Charles
| N. Greene and others,

“Ma Cherie,” a pantomime with Emlle
Agoust and gimone de Beryl, will be
\ul\-en to-morrow afternoon at the Vie-
torla Theatre, The two princlpals and
thelr company of twenty will show many
of the latest Paris dances,

The French Drama Boclety will give
next Monday a play translated into
French by the Itallan Ambassador,
Marquis Cusani, “l.e Marl Amoureux
de Sa Femme" by Gluseppe Glocosa, the
Ttalian dramatist, It was produced for
the first time at the Theatre du Paroc
Bruxelles, It was given in Washing-
ton In the presence of the President,
tha Cablnet and the entire diplomatic

corps, It will be attended here by Mrs,
Clarence . Buel, Otto Kahn, Mrs.
Benjamin 8. CGuinness, Mrs, Gordon

Knox Bell, Baron Oppenhelm, Mme,
Carlo Polifemes, Gen, Horace Porter,
Mrs. C., B, Church, P. Lydig,

Jumes B. Townsend, Mrs, Church Os-
born, Mra. I. N. Bplegelberg, Mrs. B, H,
Menken, Mrs. Bimon Shafer, Miss A. 8.
Weeks, Mrs, J. F. Feder and Mrs,
Butler Willlamson,

Paul Swan, the Greek dancer, and
the original Russian Balalalka Or-
chestra, with Alexander Kiviloff as di-
rector, will give a Jjoint afternoon of
dance and music at the Longacre
Theatre on Tuesday. Mr Swan s
a pupil of Mordkin, and wil ap-
pear in & series of poetic and Inter-
pretative dances, embodying the chay-
aucteristics of Fgyptian, Persian, Indian,
Chinese and Greek dancing. Not only

OF PRESENT WEEK

entitled “Just As Well,” in which Miss
Taylor, Hassard SBhort, Emille Melville
and Yvonne Jarrett will appear; “The

Corbin, which will be played by Miss
Taylor, Violet Kemble Cooper, Yvonne
Jarrett,

and Mr, Peter Bassett, and an allegory

of Dupes,” with Miss Taylor, Miss Mel-
ville, Mr. Reeves-8mith, Mr, Short, Mr,
Handyslde and Reginald Mason in the
cast.

and Wednesday andgSaturday matineo

and they will be given only on the four
Fridays in March,

road to reform. In addition 1o Mr
Walthall and Miss Baily the cast in-

Horine, ¥. Herzog, . Riley, ¢, Lam-
does Mr. Bwan create all his own dances | Part. Ralph Lewls, B, Craig and Jack
but he writes much of his own music | Pickford.

and designs and executes all his own =
costumes. On Bunday evening at Carnegie Hall

Burton Holmes will ¢lose his New York

Hansl Arnstaedt and Gustav Waldau, | #eason with “Egypt and the Nile.” In
the stars of the company at the Irving |th!s travelogus he will personally con
Place Theatre, have made such a suc- |duct his audience across tha Indian
cess as to recall the most popular days |Ocean and through the Suez Canal,

landing with them at Alexandria; thence
he will go to Cairo, thera visiting
bazaars, the mosques, the busy markets
and other places of interest in this most
eolorful of cities, showlng by his maotion
pletures the wonderful street life camel
raves, Arab horsemansihip, o Hritish
gymkhana and a Bedouin bergass, as
well as one showing the coremonial de
parture of the pllgrimage to Mecea
After showing the principal sights of
Cairo, naturally there will follow a trip
to the Pyramids and to the Sphinx, snd
then by specially chartered boat he will
take his fellow travellers up the Nile,
visiting the principal points of interest
en route, Dendera, Abvdos, Luxor, the
rulns of Karnak, the magnificent dam
at Assouan, the semi-submerged Phile
and so on up to Nubli and the pock
temples of Ahu-Simbel, the Second
Cataract and to the very edge of the
Sudan. Superb colored views and mo
tion pictures galore will make this a
delightful substitute for a personal visit
or a u;.h-mllrl preparation for those who

of thia playhouse. On Thursday nlght
tiey will be seen In “Goldfische” which
as “The Rallroad of Love" was one of
the great successes of Daly's Theatre, 1

Laurette Taylor and her associate
players in “Peg o' My Heart,” now
at the Cort Theatre, will begin a serles
of four special matineeas at the Cort of
four new one act plays to be given on the
four Fridays In March. The purpose
of them |s to glve the actors and ac-
tresses of tha company certaln recrea-
tion during the run of “Peg.” The four
plays that will be presented on each of
the afternoons Include a twentleth cen-
tury romance by J. Hartley Manners

Forbidden Guests,” u phantasy by John

. Reeves-8mith, Clarence
Handyside and Master Howard Brooks;
“Happiness,” a study by J. Hartley
Manners, that will have for Its cast
Miss Taylor, Miss Cooper, Mr. Bhort |legend, romance and historic memories,

paniel ¥rohman and David Belasco's
production of “A Good Littla Devil” in
photo play, presenting the greatest of
all the “movie” slars, Mary IMoktord,
in the leading role, will be shown at
Marcus Loew's Greeley Nguare Theatre
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Hun-
day, March B, 6, 7 and 8. This is one
of the few late successes and the Hrst
ofs'a serles in which Frohman and He-

y J. Hartley Manners entitled “The Day

These spocial marinees will in no

way Interfere with the usual evening

performances of "“Peg o My Ieart”

a visit to the Thir- |

ul |
ances untll the public learned of thelr | waber's Theatre, beglaning to-morrow |

cludes J. Dillon, Master O, Child, Alice |

are contemplating a trip to this land of |

ERNITA LASCELLES ,
W ‘THE PHILANDERER

lusco are combining thelr knowledge
and art. The Loew circuit of theatres
bas purchased the exclusive right to
New York to show all of the products
of the Jesse Lasky, Daniel Frohman
and Klaw & FErlanger film depart-
ments, having learned that showing
high eclass features produced by firmns
of repute is a money making proposi-
| tion,

| —

Crowds  continus at the Carnegie
'],.\.--urn every atternoon and evening
lto see “Les Miserables,” adapted from
| Victor  Hugo' Advance  de-
| mands have foreed a fortnight's exten-
slon of the engagoment. The tilm drama
| attests js power to thrill its observers
by the rounds of applause the prison
1l'«'.t|u' of Jrean Valiean elicits, There
lare other demonstrations when he res
cues Pantine from the detective Joavert

'il'ui when Jea
IFren
Innocent

consents to go back to

i gallevs rather than s=ece an
man suffer in his place, The
Lt]ulnn of the mobs at the barricades
and the flight of and Marius
through the sewers of Parls to escape
the soldiery are other applause spols
of the performance.

the

Jdean

S0 great has been the demand of the
public during the past week to see “The
Drug Terror” film which has been at
Theatre, Columbus Cirele, that

|

It hus been necessary to provide two
additional catres wherein it may be
presented  indetinitely To-day this

aud remarkable picture, which
in the national crusade
agalnst the use of cocaine, heroin and
other drugs, will be_put on at the Har-
lem Opera Houge and the Union Square
Theatre,

SETUTI
| r

is being used

in the two leading |

]

It having
fall fillm mu

ome cesential te

a Broads-

quite
nave

way 1 re Lavtnle of the Unis
versal 171m winy h sucesssfully
negotiated with Rosenlborgs 1o in-
stall a0 comy I niversal programime

u Theatre From now on all
releases company will be shown
there on the day they are produced by
tha manufas

at the Bijo

by this

ruaret

OLD PLAYS IN NEW FRAMES.

| 01d Time Succesaes to Be Seen Agalm
In New York.

“*The New Henrietta”
Crane and the framework
reminders of Bronson How-
lard's handiwark, will ba ut the Grand
Opera House again this week Doug -

las Falrhanks,  Aarclin Bingham and
atricia Collinge are still in the comes
pany.

It tonk
its seenes aro lal
to “The Hou W Bondage.” It rarely
happens ! iny play remains more
thiun a woee! t the Arcademy of Musie,
bhut ! dramatization of the white
will bwegin its third week

with W. H.
of the story

us the only

tha neighhorhaod

in which
v really warm up

with the
mo Ham-
Htor Munhatt Opera
Hlouse cal roin the week, will ba seen
West End Th Lo TNOTTOW
night Vg Fuller hostill plays
the leading role
Dorothy Donnelly  and
nt the R
will mark the last
winter of the
he =ails for Furopm
mye on March 21 and
to Paris to Join Mme
1'ars After o
of his patrones

Virtue,"
EALNG a0t nted Cos

in

at the

Lou-Tellegen
Theatre next
Appears
Mrench
with the
wil
Bernhardt
visit to the
he will begin his
studivs Finglish, as returng here
in the autumn to act with P Arimn-
fron written o play
for h
Chauneey Oleott
Dhu' along with |
wit the Hronx
week The performance
thaut was given ut
House with such
thers 1

Eee) winl

I hi
here th

will s
woeel
ances
Wtor s
AR o di=
rectly
in hort
T
in e
il
g, who has new
m
will take “Shameen
Irish and
Honse this
will be the

the Grand

MES
Lo Operi
same
Operi
I
who has
time there will be

1CCEsS,

v New York
“I'he Lare™ by this
opportunity for the
nest two weeks af the Manhattan Opera
House, Scarborough’'s white shave drama
will b aeted thera for twa weeks

anyhb in

THF. HIPPODROME.

Great Suceess of the Present Vnfers
There,

The manageinent the Hippodrome
would perform service to investigators
if they would discover whoeuce the audi-
ences nt that place of amuscment come,
Do the same spectators veturn? Does
& large proportion of them come from
| out of town? Otherwise how does this
| vast theatre manage to he dlled twice
*n-\rry day for its presentation of "Amer-
fh-u." which has proved to be the most
| suceessful of all the productions made

there,

ininment

{
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